Epidemic of cholera among the aborigines of northern Argentina.
In February 1992, an epidemic of cholera began in Argentina. The first known case appeared in an aborigine population living by the Pilcomayo river on the Bolivian border. By the end of that year, 551 cases and 15 deaths were reported to the health authorities. Epidemiological analysis helped identify the pattern of transmission of the disease in this region of South America. Polluted watercourses and little pools, formed after the rainy season, were identified as the single source of infection for subsequent cases. Then, the epidemic adopted a person-to-person pattern of transmission and was propagated over a long course with weekly occurrence. Anthropological, cultural, and other factors that contributed to the origin and spread of cholera in northern Argentina are described in this study.